
The following is a summary of the January 6, 2020, Combined Conference, Regular, and 

Organization Meeting of the Berkeley Heights Board of Education: 

 

Report of the Student Representatives 

 

Senior Alexander Janiak reported on the following GLHS items: 

 

• As the year came to a close, many Governor Livingston clubs were proactive in wrapping up 

2019 with plenty of engaging and fun events. 

 

• Last Friday marked the first day of the month-long annual Class Clash.  Each class selected a 

student to tape to a wall and competed to see which student stayed up the longest. 

 

• The half-day before break, Environmental Club and the Sophomore Student Council held 

fundraisers in which they sold bagels, hot chocolate, and coffee to hungry students in the 

morning.  In addition, the GL Band, Orchestra, and Choir went caroling to different 

classrooms throughout the day. 

 

• In regard to clubs, Science Olympiad is attending the Regional Competition next week on 

Thursday, January 16th.  Students will compete against each other at Camden County 

College by either constructing an elaborative build or taking a test.  

 

• On December 11th, the GLHS chapter of Future Business Leaders of America held its North 

Central Regional Competitions, where nine (9) GL students moved on to the FBLA State 

Competition.  

 

• Finally, the GLHS Math League team will be holding a contest tomorrow during lunch.  

 

 

Junior Emily Haines reported on the following GLHS items: 

 

• As 2020 got underway, Governor Livingston sports teams started off with some exciting 

events over the past weekend during the annual celebration of Fantastic Friday and Super 

Saturday. 

 

• The Highlander Wrestling team took down rival Summit on Friday, winning 54-25.  Then, 

the GL Boys’ Basketball team had an extremely competitive game on Saturday, defeating 

New Providence 56-55 on a winning buzzer-beater shot by Sean McCulloch. 

 

• The GLHS Winter Track and Swimming teams both have had many successful meets over 

the past couple weeks and have more to come.  The rest of our Winter sports, including 

Hockey, Fencing, and Girls’ Basketball, are excited to see what is to come as they are all 

currently having successful seasons.  Go GL!  Happy New Year! 
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****************************************************************************** 

Three individuals were administered the Oath of Office to serve three-year terms on the Board of 

Education: Mr. Michael D’Aquila, Mrs. Helen Kirsch, and Mrs. Angela Penna.  Mr. D’Aquila 

and Mrs. Penna were elected in November 2019 to their first terms on the Board, while Mrs. 

Kirsch was re-elected and will be serving her 13th term on the Board of Education. 

 

Mr. Douglas Reinstein was elected once again by his colleagues on the Board of Education to 

serve as Board President for the coming year, while Mr. William Cassano was selected to 

continue in his role as Board Vice-President for the upcoming year.  

****************************************************************************** 

Superintendent’s Report 

 

Dr. Melissa Varley, Superintendent of Schools, provided the following report: 

 

Welcome back, this is our first Board meeting of the new year.  

 

Congratulations to Alex Janiak, who has been accepted to Duke University! 

 

As we all know, December 12th was a very tough and stressful day for us all.  One thing we 

learned is that we are prepared.  The police were amazing.  My staff was diligent and fantastic. 

And the kids were phenomenal.  I know that some community members still want to know 

exactly what transpired, but we are held by code not to discuss matters involving students.  

 

Here is what we can share: A student reported that a person was on campus without permission 

and the high school went into lockdown.  A short time later, the police received notification that 

the person had a weapon and the response was heightened and all buildings went into lockdown. 

A lockdown is when doors are closed and locked, shades are drawn, lights are off, and students 

and staff hide.  Once the police gathered more information, all buildings went into a shelter in 

place.  A shelter in place is when the lights are turned on, students and staff can move around, 

but they need to stay in the room unless accompanied by an adult to go to the bathroom.  After 

the person of interest was detained, we were allowed to release school buildings.  Due to buses 

needing to be at multiple buildings, it took longer than normal. 

 

As of now, we are starting to research “lockdown” kits that can be helpful for those who need to 

use the bathroom while in a lockdown.  No one can leave a classroom while in a lockdown. 

 

In other more fun news, I attended Super Saturday and it was quite an eventful day. The varsity 

basketball games were extremely intense.  The girls were close and the boys won by 1 point.  It 

was an excellent day and I was happy to be a part of it. 

 

Tonight we have some very special guests here to talk about a project they would like to 

complete at the Columbia Middle School.  Here to present are: Luke Ahern, Hayden Cear, 

Sophie Earnshaw, Ayush Kayal, Justin Liu, Ryan McDonnell, Colin Quigley, and Sofia Rahman. 
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****************************************************************************** 

Mr. Douglas Reinstein, President of the Board of Education, presented an overview of the 

Superintendent’s Evaluation Process being used for the first time during the 2019-2020 

fiscal/school year. 

 

Mr. Bill Swisher from Suplee, Clooney & Company, Certified Public Accountants, provided a 

summary of the Berkeley Heights Public Schools Annual District Audit Report for 2018-2019.  

Mr. Swisher stated that the school district is in good financial shape and that his firm had zero 

audit recommendations for the 2018-2019 fiscal year. 

****************************************************************************** 

 

Facilities Report 

 

Mrs. Donna Felezzola, School Business Administrator/Board Secretary, provided the following 

report: 

 

Our Maintenance staff took advantage of the time when students were not in school to repair 

plumbing leaks at Governor Livingston High School.  This work required turning the water off 

for the entire school. 

 

Work is progressing on the replacement of the HVAC unit at GLHS.  All submittals have been 

approved. The equipment has been ordered. We are on target for the installation of the unit to 

take place the week of Spring break. 

 

 

The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following: 

 

• The following new and revised policies after second reading: 

 

Victim of Domestic or Sexual Violence Leave 1581 (New) 

Education Stability for Children in Foster Care 2415.30 (New) 

Special Interest Groups 9700 (Revised) 

 

• The Uniform State Memorandum of Agreement Between Education and Law Enforcement 

Officials, 2019 Revisions, as signed by the Union County Acting Prosecutor, Berkeley 

Heights Chief of Police, Union County Executive Superintendent of Schools, President of the 

Berkeley Heights Board of Education, and Superintendent of the Berkeley Heights Public 

Schools. 

 

• The guide steps and salaries for district Certificated and Support staff members for the 2018-

2019 and 2019-2020 school/fiscal years. 

 

 



Page 4 

 

The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued): 

 

• The rates of compensation, hours of employment, and annualized salaries for the 2018-2019 

and 2019-2020 school years for district Paraprofessionals. 

 

• For Joyce Hayes to serve as the district’s Interim Director of Guidance for the 2019-2020 

fiscal year, effective March 26, 2020, through June 30, 2020.  

 

• The employment of Andrea Slattery as an Interpreter for the Deaf at Governor Livingston 

High School for the 2019-2020 school year, effective March 7, 2020, or sooner if she is 

released from employment by her current school district prior to that date. 

 

• The resignation of Rebecca Schendt from her position as Paraprofessional at Governor 

Livingston High School, effective December 21, 2019. 

 

• The retirement of Louise Rucinski from her position with the Cafeteria staff at Mary Kay 

McMillin Early Childhood Center, effective January 1, 2020. 

 

• The request of Susanna Klassel to her extend her unpaid child care leave of absence through 

August 31, 2020.  Mrs. Klassel is a Teacher of English Language Learners at Governor 

Livingston High School and Columbia Middle School. 

 

• To extend the employment contract of Matthew Lee, Substitute/Replacement Teacher of 

English Language Learners at Governor Livingston High School and Columbia Middle 

School, through June 30, 2020. 

 

• The request of Dawn McGann for an unpaid leave of absence in accordance with the New 

Jersey Family Leave Act from January 1, 2020, through April 1, 2020.  Mrs. McGann is a 

Teacher of Social Studies at Columbia Middle School. 

 

• The request of Robyn Koenigsberg for a maternity/child care leave of absence from March 7, 

2020, through August 31, 2020.  Ms. Koenigsberg is a Teacher of Music at Columbia Middle 

School. 

 

• The request of Laura Marino for a maternity/child care leave of absence from March 21, 

2020, through June 30, 2020.  Mrs. Marino is a Part-Time Speech-Language Specialist at 

Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center. 
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued): 

 

• For the following individuals to serve as extra-curricular activities staff members during the 

2019-2020 school year, as listed below: 

 

Governor Livingston High School 

Activity/Position     Instructor/Supervisor 

Volunteer Assistant Fencing Coach  Albert Benzimra 

Volunteer Assistant Indoor Track Coach  Brianna Palumbo 

Volunteer Program Assistant – Ice Hockey Alison Grzyb 

 

William Woodruff School 

Activity/Position     Instructor/Supervisor 

Writing Club Advisor    Kim McLeod 

 

• The acceptance of the district’s Annual Audit Report for 2018-2019 fiscal year as submitted 

by Suplee, Clooney & Company, Certified Public Accountants. 

 

• The acknowledgement of the district’s 2018-2019 Synopsis of Audit being made available to 

the public, and the authorization for the administration to submit the Synopsis of Audit to the 

Union County Executive Superintendent of Schools. 

 

• The acceptance of the Health and Safety Evaluation of School Buildings Checklist Statement 

of Assurance for the 2019-2020 school year. 

 

• The acceptance of a donation from Dr. Patrick Smith, on behalf of the Smith Chiropractic 

Foundation BH5K, in the amount of $750.00 to cover the expense of the ImPACT testing 

program for the 2019-2020 school year. 

 

• For the New Jersey Coalition for Inclusive Education (NJCIE) to use the auditorium, 

classrooms and equipment at Governor Livingston High School on June 23, 2020.  

 

The Board of Education will conduct a Regular Meeting on Thursday, January 23, 2020, at 

7:30 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room of Columbia Middle School. 


